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Do you expect to be in the same or 
a higher tax bracket at retirement?

Are you currently in a low tax 
bracket? (10% or 15%)

Do you expect to be in the same or 
a higher tax bracket at retirement?

Can you a�ord to reduce your 
spendable pay now to avoid 

taxes later?

Can you a�ord to reduce your 
spendable pay now to avoid 

taxes later?

Can you wait at least 5 years before 
you need your retirement money?

Consider Roth 
Contributions

Consider Pretax 
Contributions

Consider Roth 
Contributions

Consider Pretax 
Contributions

Do you have more than 10 years of 
work before you retire? 

Roth Versus Traditional 401(k)
What Route Should You Take?


